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(h) At the beginning of each fiscal pe-
riod to submit to the Secretary a budg-
et of its expenses for such fiscal period, 
together with a report thereon; 

(i) To cause the books of the com-
mittee to be audited by a competent 
accountant at least once each fiscal pe-
riod, and at such other time as the 
committee may deem necessary or as 
the Secretary may request. The report 
of such audit shall show the receipt 
and expenditure of funds collected pur-
suant to this subpart; a copy of each 
such report shall be furnished to the 
Secretary and a copy of each such re-
port shall be made available at the 
principal office of the committee for 
inspection by producers and handlers; 
and 

(j) To consult, cooperate and ex-
change information when deemed de-
sirable by the committee with other 
potato marketing committees and 
other individuals or agencies in con-
nection with all proper committee ac-
tivities and objectives under this sub-
part. 

BUDGET, EXPENSES AND ASSESSMENTS 

§ 945.40 Expenses. 
The committee is authorized to incur 

such expenses as the Secretary may 
find are reasonable and likely to be in-
curred during each fiscal period for its 
maintenance and functioning, and for 
such purposes as the Secretary, pursu-
ant to this subpart, determines to be 
appropriate. Handlers shall share such 
expenses upon the basis of a fiscal pe-
riod. Each handler’s share of such ex-
pense shall be proportionate to the 
ratio between the total quantity of po-
tatoes handled by him as the first han-
dler thereof during a fiscal period and 
the total quantity of potatoes handled 
by all handlers as first handlers thereof 
during the same period. 

§ 945.41 Budget. 
At the beginning of each fiscal pe-

riod, and as may be necessary there-
after, the committee shall prepare an 
estimated budget of income and ex-
penditures necessary for the adminis-
tration of this part. The committee 
may recommend a rate of assessment 
calculated to provide adequate funds to 
defray its proposed expenses as author-

ized in § 945.40. The committee shall 
present such budget promptly to the 
Secretary with an accompanying re-
port showing the basis for its calcula-
tions. 

§ 945.42 Assessments. 
(a) The funds to cover the commit-

tee’s expenses pursuant to § 945.40 shall 
be acquired by the levying of assess-
ments upon handlers as provided in 
this subpart. Each handler who ships 
potatoes as the first handler thereof 
shall pay assessments to the com-
mittee upon demand, which assess-
ments shall be in payment of such han-
dler’s pro rata share of such expenses. 

(b) Assessments shall be levied upon 
handlers at a rate per hundredweight of 
potatoes or equivalent established by 
the Secretary. Such rate may be estab-
lished upon the basis of the commit-
tee’s budget recommendations, and 
other available information. 

(c) At any time during or subsequent 
to a given fiscal period, the committee 
may recommend the approval of an 
amended budget and an increase in the 
rate of assessment. Upon the basis of 
such recommendation, or other avail-
able information, the Secretary may 
approve an amended budget and in-
crease the rate of assessment. Such in-
crease shall be applicable to all pota-
toes assessable under this part and 
handled by the first handler thereof 
during such fiscal period. 

(d) The committee may impose a late 
payment charge or an interest charge, 
or both, on any handler who fails to 
pay, on or before the due date estab-
lished by the Secretary, the total as-
sessment for which such handler is lia-
ble. Such due date and the late pay-
ment fee and interest rate shall be rec-
ommended by the committee and ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

(e) In order to provide funds to carry 
out its function, after the effective 
date of this subpart the committee 
may accept advance assessments from 
handlers. Advance assessments re-
ceived from a handler shall be credited 
toward assessments levied against that 
handler during that fiscal period. In 
the case of an extreme emergency, the 
committee may also borrow money on 
a short term basis to provide funds for 
the administration of this part. Any 
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